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and Hume between them make clear the great advantage of
simple explanation of mental and social phenomena in terms
of easily understandable conceptions, association of ideas, ex-
perience, pain, pleasure, happiness, interest, sympathy for others.
In itself, none of this utilitarian explanation is atheistic or
agnostic. God may rule the world simply as well as in a more
complicated and obscure fashion. In fact to many the simpler
mechanical explanation seemed to be the more reverent and
natural. The Nonconformist community, theologically trained
into believing in simplicity and directness of the Divine action
and politically biassed against the complicated social establish-
ment which tried to deprive it of its rights and liberty, especi-
ally welcomed the new rationalism. Religious optimism, as we
shall see, is an important ingredient in the utilitarian philo-
sophy; without it it collapses into pessimistic scientific deter-
minism. Gay, Hartley, Hutcheson, Priestley, Paley, Price were
all theological-rationalists. With the exception of Hartley they
had all been ordained. As for Hume, a sceptic, he, for all his
contribution to Utilitarianism, was a suspect source since he
distrusted the use of the reason. But these British sources,
optimistic, theological, and ethical, confident that man was
essentially good and that, left to himself, he would be able at
once to achieve his own perfection and, in doing so, the perfec-
tion of society, believing in the natural harmony of apparently
selfish interests since the world was Divinely ordered, were not
the only factor in the complete utilitarian philosophy.

Just as Voltaire and Montesquieu had learned the secrets of
constitutional government by crossing the channel and living
in England, so now in their turn advanced Englishmen were
sitting at the feet of rationalist continental teachers. With
a more rigorous logical training, the continental rationalists
confined their attention to the materialistic side of the new
science. Diderot, Condillac, Helvetius, Holbach were far from the
theological faith of British Nonconformity; apart from Condillac
they openly hated Christianity, though their faith in reason
was hardly justified without its philosophy. Diderot made the
suggestion that the order of the world might be accounted for